ii2           The Vedanta Philosophy.

feel proud of the unexpected inheritance in which
all of us may share.

Only let us avoid that fatal superciliousness
which turns away from all that seems strange,
and despises all that it cannot at once under-
stand. We may smile at much of what the
thinkers of ancient Greece and India have left
us, but we need not sneer. I am no promiscuous
admirer of everything that comes from the
East. I have again and again expressed my
regret that the Sacred Books of the East con-
tain so much of what must seem to us mere
rubbish, but that should not prevent us from
appreciating what is really valuable in them.

Critical Treatment of Oriental Literature.

I know I have often been blamed for calling
rubbish what to the Indian mind seemed to con-
tain profound wisdom, and to deserve the highest
respect. I strongly hold that we ought always
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to speak cautiously and respectfully where religion
is concerned, and I am quite willing to admit
that on religious questions it is often very difficult
to place ourselves in exactly the same position